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 As Christmas approaches, 

most people begin to feel in a very 

giving mood. Dublin High is reflecting 

the giving mood this Christmas by 

fundraising with two organizations, 

Pennies for Peace and Toys for Tots.  

 Pennies for Peace collects 

change which is donated to build 

schools in Afghanistan.  

ñEducation is one of the most 

important things for children and I am 

so glad weôre donating to such an es-

sential cause,ò said Alka Pande.  

Dublin High has been collect-

ing change in every fifth period class 

and so far the results have been mind 

blowing.  

 The top ten classes are 1) 

Viviani with $88.20, 2) Kohl with 

$59.38, 3) Ji with $56.77, 4) Tippet 

with $39.55, 5) Kaehms with $33.99, 

6) Angel Diaz with $32.61, 7) Shaba-

glian with $28.76, 8) Velez wit 

$26.30, 9) Levak Cohen with $18.29, 

and 10) Moreno with $18.01. The win-

ner will be rewarded with a party. 

 DHS is also collecting for 

Toys for Tots. Students can bring any 

gently used or new toys to their second 

period class. The toys will go to un-

derprivileged kids whose parent can-

not afford Christmas presents.  

 Junior Samara Hoffman, ñItôs 

a great feeling knowing that I am help-

ing less fortunate children to have a 

fantastic Christmas, it gives me a 

warm and fuzzy feeling inside.ò 

 Continued to page 2 

DHS Giving Back 
By Elizabeth Beasley 

 Last night, 12 senior boys 

put themselves out on the line in 

the Little Theatre to win the hearts 

of an excited crowd, not to mention 

four harsh judges. As you walked 

in, tiki torches and posters featur-

ing each Mr. Dublin contender 

lined the walls. Two lovely an-

nouncers stood in the spotlight to 

introduce each guy and what 

month he would be representing. 

Itôs likely that humiliation set in a 

nervous dozen of young men wait-

ing backstage in skimpy outfits. 

Nobody knew what to expect as 

anticipation among a packed house 

rose with the opening song and dance.  

Mr. Dublin kicked off with a very interesting swim suit competition. It was 

definitely out of the ordinary to see some of Dublinôs finest senior boys prancing 

around. Not only were there cute swim suits but the boys got creative with skim boards, 

cameras, inner tubes, and one portrayed a flattering Christmas gift  Everybody got a 

surprise and thought about their votes while senior boys showed off their finest summer 

wear. 

Following was the talent portion where dance and poise was crucial. In addi-

tion to some classic songs from the Spice Girls, NôSync, and Britney Spears, a wide 

range of personalities came through. Whether you like ribbon dancing or boys that can 

get down, each talented dance was choreographed with a little hint of sexy. We even 

had an appearance from Barbie 

and Ken...oops that was just Jeff 

Van Dorn and Joey Van Loon. 

We had some spicy salsa danc-

ers, no wait, that was Dan Are-

valo and Taylor Carsley. Mr. 

November and Mr. April put on 

their heels and boas and man-

aged to break a sweat with Shye-

sha Simmons. 

 

 

Continued to page 6 

 

Mr. Dublin cracks up DHS 
By Katia Jacobson-Reis 

2009 Mr. Dublin Winner Enrique Vasquez  
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Police officers always care for the 

safety of their fellow citizens, and Deputy 

John Monego was no different. This past Fri-

day, December 12th marked the tenth anni-

versary of the death of this Dublin police offi-

cer. Monego was tragically gunned down 

while responding to an armed robbery at the 

Dublin Outback Steakhouse on Regional 

Street. He put his life at risk for the safety of 

others, and that will never be forgotten.  

On that fatal December night, Offi-

cer Monego was the backup to another officer 

who had received the emergency call just 

before midnight. When Monego entered the 

building, he was not aware that the first offi-

cer to arrive there was taken hostage by the 

robbers inside. The gunmen were later caught 

after their car crashed a few blocks away. 

Monego was the first and only Alameda 

County Sheriff's deputy killed in the line of 

duty and is highly honored for his courage. 

There is even a memorial of him in the court-

yard at the Dublin Civic Center. 

John's wife, Tammy Monego, was a 

California Highway Patrol Officer. Since the 

incident, she took part in the national support 

group Concerts of Police Survivals (COPS). 

She helps other families who have lost their 

loved ones in the line of duty through COPS 

and is now the Northern California Chapter 

President of the association. She uses her 

experiences to help other families cope. 

On Saturday, December 13th there 

was a memorial tree lighting for Deputy John 

Monego. The memorial service was held at 

the Dublin Police Services building and was  

attended by many community members who 

still remember his sacrifice on our behalf.  

Officer Monego was a brave man 

who gave his life 

in the line of 

duty and for the 

safety of those 

around him and 

his community. 

His courage will 

forever be re-

membered and 

we are all very 

proud of his sac-

rifice for the 

safety of others.  

Remembering  

John Monego  
By Alka Pande  

 The class who wins Toys for Tots will also win a party, so bring in any 

unused toys you can find. 

 Both of these organizations will benefit other people in and out of the 

United States exponentially. They will both end on Friday, December 19, 2008; 

you donôt have much time to bring whatever you can. 

If youôre feeling in a giving mood this season, be sure to donate any 

change or toys you may have and your class could be rewarded for it.  

Continued from front page  

 The holiday season is here once again and itôs time for that good old 

shopping. But what do we get for our friends, parents, boyfriends, and girl-

friends? Well here are some ideas that other kids are doing. 

        For your best friend, clothes are always a good option just because thatôs 

what everyone always wants. If you donôt know their size, just ask their parents 

so that your friends donôt get an idea of what you are getting them. Another idea 

is to personalize something for them. You can go online and personalize calen-

dars, mouse pads, glasses, puzzles, and almost anything. For example, for a cal-

endar you could put a different picture for each month of you and your friend. 

      For your parents, one option is to get your parents clothes too. For your dad, 

you could get him a watch or maybe some cologne. For your mom, you could 

get her new work clothes or maybe even some new jewelry. 

      For your boyfriend and girlfriend, you can get something more personal and 

cute. You could make them a cute personalized card and get them their favorite 

candy. Just donôt go overboard and get them something your not sure they will 

like otherwise that might get a little awkward.  

     So all you have to do for this holiday season is to think outside the box and 

youôve got the perfect Christmas presents. Itôs the thought that counts! 

Holiday Shopping yet again 
By Shelby Koeplin 

 Last weekôs edition told you all about how certain upcoming events but 

that their dates may be changed. Well it now turns out that the final dates are set! 

So now mark these upcoming events and dates for the next few weeks: the Toys 

for Tots drive will be Dec. 8th -18th, and a holiday party for Kids to Kids on Dec. 

13th.  

        Also the dance that was supposed to be the Holiday Ball is now on Jan. 9th 

after the Improv show. 

        And if you are planning on showing that óspecial someoneô just how much 

you care for them, you can do so by sending them a Candy Gram which will be 

sold from Dec. 10th ï 20th.  

As for lunch time activities there will be a Holiday party on Dec.17th 

which will be filled with games and activities. 

        Now for the upcoming games and dress up days: 6th man shirts will be 

available at the DNC tournament being held Dec. 17th-20th, so show your DHS 

spirit and wear the DHS attire.  

        So if you feel like there is nothing going on campus, youôre mistaken. 

There are plenty of events happening this week, over break, and when we return 

in January. Get as much rest as you can and also show your DHS pride if you are 

planning to show up to any of these events.  

         

Leadership Updates 
By Francheska Martinez  
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 Touchdown! The crowds are roaring for more. The state title 

has begun with De La Salle playing the Pitt for the NCS Title.  

 Dublin High School organized the event that happened on Fri-

day, December 12, 2008. But before the game, DHS prepped for the 

event by expanding parking and selling tickets in advance. The tickets to 

enter the game were $6 dollars for students and $9 dollars for adults. 

There were advisors monitoring the entrance on both sides and with the 

aid of the Dublin Police Department as well. 

 ñDHS did an amazing job at organizing this event. I mean with 

a lot of hours spent by the faculties from Dublin High School this could-

nôt have been possible. But with the planning and dedication it made the 

event seem easy,ò said Mr. McHugh.   

 But thatôs not all Dublin High School did to organize this event. 

DHS added extra bleachers, big t.v. screens on both sides of the field, 

event passes, food and beverages, and a tent house for NCS. This event 

was so extravagant that it was helped by numerous DHS faculties and 

sponsored by numerous organizations to make this event happen. 

 ñDHS had to accommodate more bleachers for the audience, 

photography certification, and Comcast sponsoring for the big t.v. 

screens,ò said Sam Hernandez. 

 Dublin High School spent many hours on preparing for this 

event because the State Title would usually be placed in a coliseum but 

with the generosity of the faculties at DHS the game was played here.  

 ñDHS did a wonderful job. It was great to see that the teams 

were actually playing at a high school. Making the event in a high school 

has a bigger atmosphere to it than an arena does and Dublin High School 

contains that feeling,ò said Karen Smith, the associate commissioner for 

NCS.  

 If that doesnôt say anything about the dedication that DHS has 

on this event then I donôt know what to say. DHS you guys are truly the 

BEST! 

Big Preparations  

for Big Game 
By Van Le 

 Monday and Tuesday night, December 15th 

and 16th, the little theater was filled with jubilant 

music! The crowd was clapping, foots were tapping, 

and jingle bells became a reality. The theater was full 

of an eager audience ready to be amazed by our very 

own Dublin High School music program.  

 The concert kicked off with the Jazz Band 

playing Bye Bye Blackbird, Pure and Simple, Puffy 

Taco, and last but definitely not least, Pressure 

Cooker. The crowdôs favorite seemed to be Pressure 

Cooker because of the nearly inhumanly fast tempo, 

yet the jazz band seemed to play it with ease. The 

energy they played with was contagious and quickly 

spread throughout the whole theater.   

 The choir/chorus came next with their 

amazing voices filling the room. When asked how 

many had ever been in a high school choir before 

only five raised their hands. This really shows the 

type of commitment they had to make in order for 

them to sound so first-rate. They sang Let us go to 

Bethlehem, Santa Baby, and then a Christmas melody 

which consisted of What Child is This? Do you Hear 

what I Hear? A special shout out to the six boys in 

choir who held their own. There should also be nota-

ble recognition for Ms. Judi Fall who volunteers her 

time every morning to play the piano; thanks to her 

for the beautiful accompaniment.  

 Next the concert band came and played 

some phenomenal pieces including Into the Clouds, 

Ballad for Benny, and River of Life. Then there was a 

special reading of óTwas the Night before Christmas 

by Bret Burkhart with a special musical accompani-

ment. Several children were gathered onto the stage 

to listen to the traditional Christmas poem. The night 

closed with a sing-a-long of Christmas carols; the 

combination of the choir, band, and audience gave a 

great feeling of unificationé something this holiday 

season is truly all about.  

 When asked how the concert went, junior 

Kevin Cappa responded, ñI believe the concert went 

extremely well. There were more people than I ex-

pected, and seeing all the donations we received for 

the Toys4Tots drive was great! We put in a lot of 

hard work and Iôm glad with the way it turned out.ò  

 Jessica Schuler, a new participant in Dublin 

Highôs choir stated, ñThere were more people than I 

thought would come at the concert and it went well. 

My favorite song was Santa Baby. We have been 

practicing for this since the first week of school.ò  

 It is obvious that the Dublin High School 

music department is continuing to make a name for 

itself!  

Holiday Concert  

a Huge Success 
By Natalie Dayton 

This upcoming Friday there is going to be a holiday dance out-

side of school held by club metro, a new teen club that has recently 

opened this past Halloween night. Itôs for ages 14 to 18 and attendees 

must be within the 925 area code to get into this club. 

The club is recently holding a Christmas dance called Naughty 

or Nice. The result of the Halloween dance, Freakfest, was really good. 

A lot of people showed up and said they had a great Halloween. From 

the looks of that, this club seems to know how to have a good time. The 

dance is from seven to midnight. 

There is going to be a variety of different types of music and 

lights. There should be around 700 people. Everyone was so excited 

about this current dance that they even got their tickets ahead of time 

with pre sale, although tickets are on sale at the door too. This event 

should be a lot of fun and it is not something you want to miss! 

Naughty or Nice? 
By Chelsea Foust  
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 If youôre not into the Christ-

mas caroling tradition, then surely 

youôll have your own holiday play-

list ready for you to sing along to. 

But if youôre a bit behind on filling 

up your iPod with the latest holiday 

songs and Christmas classics, then 

hereôs a little help to get you going. 

 People love listening to 

holiday music, whether itôs during 

the annual decorating of the tree, 

hanging up the stockings, or just 

driving along and wanting to spread 

the holiday spirit. So for those who 

are eager to get some of the conta-

gious Christmas cheer, you should 

start out with the classics to officially get the season going. With that 

said, Brenda Leeôs Rockinô Around the Christmas Tree, Bobby Helm & 

The Anita Kerr Singersô Jingle Bell Rock, and Burl Ivesôs A Holly Jolly 

Christmas are essential must-haves to get the Christmas spirit flowing. If 

youôre looking to add some spice to your holidays, Feliz Navidad by 

José Feliciano and Wonderful Christmastime by Paul McCartney are also 

favorites among listeners. 

 Obviously, holiday music has been around for years and  years. 

Therefore for those looking for the ñoldiesò to put into their MP3 player, 

Nat King Cole, Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, and Tony Bennett all have 

their own Christmas albums that are worth checking out. However, if 

youôre looking more for the latest covers of holiday classics, then defi-

nitely take a peek at Taylor Swiftôs The Taylor Swift Holiday Collection 

or Relient Kôs Let It Snow BabyéLet It Reindeer for some well-known 

holiday hits. If you want something in-between the two time periods, 

Michael Bubl®ôs Let It Snow! EP brings a modern twist to Christmas 

favorites, but through a voice similar to that of Frank Sinatra.  

 Finally, the holidays arenôt just about the presents or the snow, 

but also about spreading the love. So if youôre one for romance, then 

definitely check out Mariah Careyôs famous All I Want For Christmas Is 

You, currently at the number one spot on iTunesô list for top holiday 

songs. If youôre feeling flirty, the Santa Baby song, either by Eartha Kitt 

or Madonna will surely top your romantic Christmas playlist. However, 

if the holiday season has you missing or remembering the one you love, 

Elvisôs Blue Christmas and Wham!ôs Last Christmas will certainly 

match your mood. If youôre trying to find a new love this Christmas, 

Leon Redbone and Zooey Deschanelôs Baby, Itôs Cold Outside, a song 

off the popular Christmas movie Elf, is a song that will surely get any 

two lovebirds cozy. 

 Donôt have an iPod or MP3 player? You can tune in to channel 

96.5 FM on a radio near you to hear hundreds of holiday favorites. 

Streaming Christmas music 24 hours a day, 96.5 FM plays everything 

from Bruce Springsteenôs Santa Claus Is Cominô To Town to The Beach 

Boyôs Little Saint Nick to even the popular instrumental Christmas/

Sarajevo by the Trans-Siberian Orchestra. 

Songs For Rockinô  

Around the Christmas Tree 
By Tay Fulwiler 

 It would be safe to say that the holidays 

are a favorite time of year for just about every-

one. Itôs the perfect opportunity to give gifts and 

be generous while at the same time itôs nice to 

receive wonderful gifts from friends and family.  

 This year students around the school are 

asking for all sorts of gifts for Christmas. Some 

are longing for material items like iPods, and 

others are searching for a more spiritual gift.  

 Freshman Donovan Ross said, ñThis 

year for Christmas I really want some T.I. Skull 

Candy Headphones.ò  

 Since so many kids are constantly lis-

tening to music on iPods and Mp3 players, acces-

sories for them are sure to be popular and fun 

gifts this year.  

 Dublin High Senior Jenn Sexton said, ñI 

want a car for Christmas, but I donôt think Santa 

loves me that much.ò   

 Cars are definitely an amazing gift also, 

and thereôs sure to be a lucky few who receive 

such an extravagant Christmas gift.  

 ñI asked my parents for an iPod this 

year,ò said Junior Cezzalene Arabla. This year 

iPods seems to be a very popular gift on the wish 

list among Dublin High students. 

 In todayôs day and age, Christmas often 

is only looked at as time to get as many gifts as 

possible. One student here at the high school was 

looking for something completely different dur-

ing Christmas time.  

 ñAll I need for Christmas is the love of 

Jesus in my life,ò said Alex Simcock.  

 Itôs always a breath of fresh air when a 

student comes along who thinks nothing of the 

material items and ideas that come along with the 

holidays. For some, Christmas is a time to em-

brace religion. 

Whatôs on YOUR  

Christmas list? 
By Samara Hoffman 
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Home Alone 2 Starz Dec. 25, 5:35am 

Call Me Claus Lifetime Movie Dec. 25, 6am 

A Very Brady Christmas ABC Family Dec. 25, 7am 

Deck the Halls Cinemax Dec. 25, 7:15am 

A Different Kind of Christmas Lifetime Movie Dec. 25, 8am 

A Christmas Story TBS Dec. 25, 8am 

The Nativity WMax Dec. 25, 8:30am 

Samantha: An American Girl Holiday Hallmark Dec. 25, 10am 

A Divaôs Christmas Carol Lifetime Movie Dec. 25, 10am 

A Christmas Story TBS Dec. 25, 10am 

White Christmas ABC Family Dec. 25, 12pm 

A Grandpa for Christmas Hallmark Dec. 25, 12pm 

A Christmas Story marathon continues TBS Dec. 25, 12pm 

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year Hallmark Dec. 25, 2pm 

Comfort & Joy Lifetime Movie Dec. 25, 2pm 

A Christmas Story TBS Dec. 25, 2pm 

The Family Man ABC Family Dec. 25, 3pm 

The Note Hallmark Dec. 25, 4pm 

Holiday Affair Lifetime Movie Dec. 25, 4pm 

A Christmas Story TBS Dec. 25, 4pm 

The Christmas Card Hallmark Dec. 25, 6pm 

óTwas the Night HBO Family Dec. 25, 6pm 

A Christmas Story TBS Dec. 25, 6pm 

Lost Holiday Lifetime Movie Dec. 25, 8pm 

Our First Christmas Hallmark Dec. 25, 9pm 

 Itôs that time of year again: time for holiday television specials. Every year 

some U.S. TV networks, such as ABC Family or CBS broadcasts a variety of holiday 

movies, cartoons, and other specials. Here is a list of shows and their times being broad-

cast on Christmas day. 

If you would like to see a complete list of holiday television specials for the entire month 

of December, up until Christmas, refer to this website: http://www.chiff.com/home_life/

holiday/christmas/whats-on-tv.htm, for the show, television network, and the date and 

time of the special. 

Christmas TV Specials 
By Austin Tran  

          Winter Vacation is finally 

here!  Many people have fun plans 

for the winter and hopefully you do 

too.  Winter vacation is a great time 

to take a break from school to relax 

and have fun.  Second semester is 

coming up and Dublin students 

have hopefully been working very 

hard in all their classes to keep your 

grades up.  Hopefully your teachers 

wonôt give you students too much 

homework so you can have as 

much fun as you can.  It may be a 

good idea for students to look over 

their notes if you donôt get any 

homework to keep everything fresh 

in your mind because finals will be 

coming up soon after we get back. 

          If you are looking for some-

thing fun to do but just canôt think 

of any ideas, here are a few.  A 

great place to go for the New Years 

is Disneyland.  It may be packed 

with thousands and thousands of 

people, but it is definitely worth 

it.  There will be a count down and 

a spectacular fire works show as the 

clock strikes 12:00 midnight on 

New Years. There is definitely not 

a party on New Years like the one 

in Disneyland.       

           Another nice idea is going to 

the snow.  You can always have a 

great time in at the snow snow-

boarding, sledding, tubing, having 

snowball fights, or plenty of other 

things.  You can find many places 

with snow in the winter that are 

close to home, even as close as 

Mount Diablo at times. 

           An expensive but worth 

while vacation idea is a 

cruise.  Cruises are amazing and 

have so many things to do.  You 

can have as much food as you want, 

mostly because that was part of the 

cost of the trip, and spend a day in 

wherever your cruise destination 

is.   

           If nothing else, you could 

chill at home and play videogames 

all day.  Vacation goes by ex-

tremely quick so make sure you 

have all the fun you can and get the 

most out of it! 

Winter Vacation 
By Nick Palomares  
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Back when you were a kid and owned 

a Super Nintendo or even played those old 

school arcade machines, one of your favorite 

games may have been Street Fighter, a very 

popular fighting game that pit players against 

competitive fighters from all over the world all 

using their own unique special attacks. This 

series had long since had a proper sequel and 

many gamers waited many years for an all-new 

release and not a remake of Street Fighter II. 

The wait is almost over as Capcom releases the 

latest installment to the series: Street Fighter IV 

will be released onto the PS3, Xbox 360 and PC 

in early 2009. 

The most notable feature about Street 

Fighter IV is the gameôs new 3D visuals even 

though the entire game is set in a two-

dimensional plane. This game will feature a 

new system called focus attacks which allows 

players to absorb and launch a counter attack 

simultaneously. There will also be another new 

addition to the game known as the revenge 

gauge which grants the ability to dish out 

ñSuper Comboò attacks after being dealt a lot of 

damage. Street Fighter IV will bring back the 

old characters such as Ryu, Chun Li and Guile 

as well as introducing four new characters to the 

game and three unlockable ones as well. Play-

able levels of the game will feature both new 

maps in unique locales and old maps from 

Street Fighter II and III as well.  

So far, Street Fighter IV has been 

marked as one of 2009ôs most anticipated 

Games and many are awaiting its US 

release on February 17th. Capcom has also an-

nounced that there will two different releases: 

the standard edition and a special collectorôs 

containing a figurine, soundtrack CD, an ani-

mated short film and a strategy guide. If youôre 

looking for a definitive fighting game for your 

console, the wait is almost over.  

Preview: Street  

Fighter 4 
By George Chin Donôt have any plans for this 

winter break; well here are a couple of 

places that you might find interesting. 

Holiday in the park is an event going on 

at Six Flags Discovery Kingdom; they 

will have a giant snow hill, and many 

new attractions and shows. For more 

information on Six Flags Discovery 

Kingdom visit: http://www.sixflags.com/

discoveryKingdom/index.aspx 

 Another place to visit during 

the holidays is the happiest place on 

earthéDisneyland! You should see the 

entire Disneyland transform into a winter 

wonderland. ñFrom spirited parades and 

spectacular fireworks holiday-themed 

attractions, youôll be enchanted by this 

glistening dream landò. For more infor-

mation on Disneyland attractions and 

events visit: http://

disneyland.disney.go.com/disneyland/en_US/special/holidays/detail?

name=HolidaysSpecialEventPage     

 Lastly, a very snowy place to visit is Lake Tahoe. There is a lot of 

snow there for the people that like to ski, snowboard or just go tubing/

sledding. You can visit the gondola near the Heavenly to see an awesome 

view of Lake Tahoe.   

Winter Break 
Sarah Sahota 

After the boys successfully showed off their bodies and busted a 

move, it was time to get classy in the tuxedo portion of the competition. Some 

were in white, some were in black, one rocked a cane, and some were just 

plain dashing. But it couldnôt be all about looks. They of course had to show 

off a more intellectual side. 

We received a variety of answers without a doubt. But the boys 

pulled off answering their challenging questions with ease. We know that 

Daniel and Brian love their moms, Nick can show you a whole new world, 

and Enrique can teach you a few hot dances. Whatever you prefer, it definitely 

proved that the competition was getting harder and herder to judge. During a 

quick break to count the votes, even events coordinator Mr. Sbranti was 

stumped. 

ñI think this is the 

best one weôve ever had. 

The judges have a difficult 

decision to make.ò 

He was right. In the 

end a few awards were 

given out. Mr. Congeniality 

was won by Chuck Krause, 

the first runner-up was Jerry 

Girard and the 2009 Mr. 

Dublin was Enrique 

Vasquez. Congratulations 

boys! 

Continued from front page  

Jerry Girard Singing ñIts Raining Menò  


